Question 12 - What trends have you observed in your country/region in the sectors you represent over the past 12 months
	Country 
	Response 

	Australia
	Market and Business Challenges, Artificial Intelligence Trends, Labor and Workforce Shortages 
Difficult business environment, interest in AI and automation, difficulty with finding and employing staff, many mergers.


	Austria
	Market and Business Challenges, Cost and Pricing Pressures 
Stagnation, but paper prices have gone down.

	FESPA Belgium
	Artificial Intelligence Trends, Sustainability Initiatives, Industry Education and Networking 
The Belgian market continues to focus strongly on sustainability, both in terms of materials and production processes. There is an increased emphasis on engaging younger generations through education, training, and closer collaboration between industry and schools. In parallel, artificial intelligence is gaining traction, mainly as a tool to improve efficiency, automation, and workflow optimisation rather than as a replacement for craftsmanship and expertise.


	Febelgra
	Market and Business Challenges, Automation Adoption 
Difficult market in most of the segments. Over-regulation. Companies are saving on marketing budgets and seeking greater efficiency through automation.


	Bulgaria
	Economic Instability 
Due to the anticipation of adopting the euro, the year in Bulgaria was dynamic and unpredictable, marked by high inflation, rising prices, and economic uncertainty. An assessment of how this affected the printing industry can be made in 2026.


	China
	

	Croatia
	Labor and Workforce Shortages 
Further lack of public and workforce interest in print careers.


	Czech Republic
	Economic Instability 
Volatility.

	Denmark
	Artificial Intelligence Trends, Sustainability Initiatives 
AI is a big challenge for many companies but also an opportunity. New legislation means higher demand for sustainable packaging.


	Finland
	Packaging Sector Growth, Economic Instability 
Textile is growing. The companies that have been doing well are still so, but it is not straight forward as the market has not been stable. The war is eating us alive here.


	France 
	Economic Instability 
The economic and political context is difficult companies try to focus on the financial part and treasury.


	Germany
	Artificial Intelligence Trends, Sustainability Initiatives, Industry Education and Networking 
Sustainability is a more important need of networking among the members AI is increasingly relevant.


	Greece
	Print On Demand 
Print on Demand merch.

	Hungary
	Companies have drastically cut their marketing budgets, so our members have had much less work.

	India
	Digital Printing Expansion 
Digital printing continued to grow rapidly, driven by short-run demand and faster turnaround expectations. Vehicle decal and graphic applications saw strong expansion with increasing branding and customization needs. Textile printing also gained momentum, supported by rising fashion cycles, customized apparel, and digital textile adoption.


	Italy
	Economic Instability, Artificial Intelligence Trends, Sustainability Initiatives 
Artificial Intelligence Sustainability Investment with government funding sustainable substrates.


	Japan
	Cost and Pricing Pressures 
Due to rising prices, the cost of materials and equipment has surged, putting pressure on the profitability of member companies.


	Korea
	Market and Business Challenges, Economic Instability 
Following the aftermath of the previous government's martial law, the new administration is striving to revive the economy, yet the situation remains challenging. We are experiencing the inflation, and due to the difficult economic circumstances, several member companies have closed or withdrawn.


	Mexico
	Market and Business Challenges 
Volumes on productions are reducing, and personalization is on the rise.


	Nepal
	

	Netherlands
	 Market and Business Challenges Cost and Pricing Pressures
1. Mature Industry movements (M&A - Margin Pressure (Higher Wages, Energy, Logistic and Material Costs) Impact large PAAS companies on production - Growth of Micro-companies) 2. Impact of more demanding Legislation and Regulation (CO2- Certification - LCA - EPR)


	Norway
	Tough competition more car wrapping growing interest for indoor decoration.

	Philippines 
	

	Poland
	

	Portugal
	Market and Business Challenges 
Merges and acquisitions.

	Romania
	Market and Business Challenges Labor and Workforce Shortages 
The market is slightly declining, lack of qualified labour.


	Russia
	Printed electronics, membrane switches, fashion embellishment, POS displays and Furniture.

	Serbia
	Market and Business Challenges 
Printers trying new things, but less courage in big orders.

	Slovakia
	Artificial Intelligence Trends, Digital Printing Expansion 
Increase in DTF production and interest in AI.


	South Africa
	Automation, digitisation, and the increasing demand for sustainable solutions are transforming the local packaging and print industries. The shift from paper-heavy processes to digital workflows is enhancing print's integration into modern operations rather than eliminating it. Digital printing is the fastest-growing printing technology segment, while lithography printing held the largest revenue share at 43.08% in 2024. Short print runs and on-demand packaging is growing in popularity as producers and brand managers manage increasingly diverse product portfolios, with promotional and event-based packaging increasing as brands differentiate themselves. The Print On Demand market in South Africa is projected to grow from USD 6.1 billion in 2025 to USD 15.4 billion by 2031, at a CAGR of 16.7%

	Spain
	Sustainability Initiatives, Cost and Pricing Pressures, Artificial Intelligence Trends 
New developments in sustainability, uncertainty in AI, stress in prices.

	Sri Lanka
	Packaging Sector Growth, Automation Adoption, Digital Printing Expansion 
Over the past 12 months, Sri Lanka’s printing industry has seen steady recovery and modernization. We observed a growing shift toward digital printing, increased adoption of automation and workflow software, and rising interest in sustainable practices. Packaging and label printing continued to grow strongly, driven by export demand. Overall, printers are focusing more on efficiency, technology upgrades, and new market opportunities.

	Sweden
	Labor and Workforce Shortages, Cost and Pricing Pressures 
The proportion of companies reporting a labour shortage has decreased in 2025 compared to 2024. A total of one in three companies in the graphic industry indicates that there is a shortage of some form of labour. The same number reported a shortage of technical professionals during the first quarter, and one in ten companies had a shortage of skilled workers. In the paper industry, the corresponding figures were that one in two companies reported a shortage of technical professionals, and one in four reported a shortage of skilled workers. The price development for products manufactured in Sweden has been lower compared to imported products. Two factors that have influenced this development are the strengthening of the krona and the increase in raw material prices globally.


	Switzerland
	Artificial Intelligence Trends, Sustainability Initiatives 
People are more interested in AI and environmental protection.


	Thailand
	Strong shift to digital printing due to the flexibility and short run solutions.
High growth in packaging sector.
Printers are more aware and open to the use of AI.
Fierce competition with many foreign players entering the market e.g. Chinese printers

	Türkiye
	It was a difficult year economically for Türkiye. As market conditions worsened, industry members are striving to create alternative markets. There is also an increase in efforts to develop products for e-commerce.

	Ukraine
	

	United Kingdom
	Sustainability Initiatives 
More interest in accountability for their waste and sustainability.




